Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



i 



^ 



/^3d'^ ^^^ 




AN 



ADDRESS ^^ 

MEMBERS 



or THB 



CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 



ENTITLED TO 



VOTE FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 



BY A CHURCHMAN, 



LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR C. F. COCK, 21. FLEET STREET, 

AND SOLD BT ALL BOOKSELLERS. 

1835. 

Prico Id. each, 9d. a dozen, 5a. a huodred, or £2 a thousand. 



AN 



ADDRESS, 



SfC. 



Brother Electors, 

The difficulties which the enemies of our religion, who have 
succeeded in obtaining a majority in the present House 
of Commons, have placed in the way of the King's Govern- 
ment are such, that, in all probability, there will before long 
be another dissolution of Parliament, and you will be called 
upon again to consider whom you will send to that House 
as your Representatives. I beseech you all to consider 
well the consequences of your vcfbes, before* you pvomise 
them. 

It will depend upon the votes of the English Electors, 
according to all human probability, whether the institutions 
in Church and State, under which, through God's blessing, 
our country has so long and happily flourished, shall or 
shall not be preserved : Whether the means of worshipping 
God according to the pure religion of the Gospel, as held 
by the Church of England, shall or shall not be handed 
down to its members and their children. 

Consider, therefore, your right to give a vote, which must 
affect such important interests, as a solemn trust committed 
to your care by God and your Country, and determine so 
to discharge that trust as you shall best answer it now to 
your countrymen, and to your own conscience in the sight 
of God ; and hereafter to God himself at his tribunal. 

Understand distinctly that the difficulties in which the 
Government is placed, and which will probably lead to a 
dissolution of the Parliament, and another election, arise 
from the attempts which unprincipled men are making to 
compel the King to violate the solemn oath which the Con- 
stitution of our country required him to take when he 



'became King: by which oath he bound himself to protect 
luid maintain the Reformed Religion established in these 
kingdoms^ and to defend the persons professing that reli- 
gion, and their ministers in the enjoyment of their property^ 
their rights and liberties. Attempts have been made in the 
House of Commons to violate those liberties^ to trample on 
those rights, and to transfer that property to the deep 
and implacable enemies of the Reformed Religion. The 
King, as in duty bound *, has set himself to oppose these 
attempts; and if he cannot otherwise effectually resist 
them, he will be compelled to throw himself upon his 
people for support ; and to call upon them to protect him 
in fulfilling his engagement to uphold that pure religion 
which has been, under God, the main stay of our civil and 
religious liberties. 

It remains to be seen how you will answer that calL 
Whether you will uphold a man, and that man your King, 
who desires to fulfil his oath^ which binds him to protect the 
established religion : or whether you will assist the restless 
band of factious men who are endeavouring to invade the 
rights of their fellow-subjects, and to destroy and overthrow 
A Church which teaches the Word of God in truth. 

It is a question which affects the dearest interests of 
yourselves, your children, and your children's children. Lay 
your hands upon your hearts, and as honest men, as English- 
men, and as Christians, consider how you ought to decide it. 
. The point where the danger most immediately presses, 
is Ireland. In that part of the kingdom the members of the 
pure and apostolic Church, who from the circumstance of 
their having protested against Romish error are called Pro- 



• The woi<d6 of tihe King's Oath are these, that he will ** to the 
cttmost of his power maintain the laws of God, the true profession of 
the Ootpel, and the Protestant Reformed Religion estahlished by the law ; 
.«Dd will preserve to the Bishops and Clergy of this realm, and to the 
Churches committed to their charge, all such rights and privileges as 
by l:^w dQ or shall appert^n unto them, or any of them.*' 

The effect of the resolution of the House of Commons, at variance 
with this oath, if acted upon, will be, that whenever the number of 
ProtestMits in any given parish in Ireland shall be reduced (by any 
means, fair or foul,) below an arbitrary standard, the Church in that 
parish shall be deprived of its rights and privileges, hj having part of 
its property alienated for the purposes of education : educoHon which 
from the ciieumstances of the cpse must necessarily be under the controitl 
f^the Papists, 



iesiants, are few in number when compared with those who 
have embraced the errors and acknowledged the authority 
of the Pope of Rome^ and who are therefore called Papists cnr 
Romanists. These last^ relying upon their superior numbers, 
are therefore endeavouring to ^t possession of the property 
set apart for the Protestant Church, and to apply it for the 
propagation of their own Romish errors. It is clear, that 
if they succeed in this, it will be a gross and crying act of 
injustice, and endanger the security of the property of every 
religious denomination. 

The advocates of the Romanists will tell you, that they 
have a right to it, for that it once was theirs. But the 
slightest reference to History will show you the falsehood of 
that assertion. The religion which St. Patrick established 
in Ireland, in the fifth century, was as free from the errors 
and corruptions * which distinguish the Romanists from all 
other Christians, as the Protestant religion is now. Nor 
did the Pastors of the Church there acknowledge the Pope 
of Rome to have any authority over them. And it was not 
till the middle of the twelfth century, that is, seven hundred 
years after the founding and endowing of the Church, 
that the Clergy there were for a time persuaded to submit 
themselves to the Pope f : a submission which in the six- 
teenth century they threw oif, and returned to their ancient 
freedom from it. And then the Pope sent in a set of 
foreign and intruding Clergy to keep up his interest ; and 
these intruding schismatical Clergy, neither themselves nor 
their predecessors, ever had or claimed one particle of the 
property of the Church. The Clergy of the Church 
established there have held that property in uninterrupted 
succession from St. Patrick's time till now ^ and there is 
every reason to believe, that the whole of what they now have 
was given to the Church before its temporary connexion 
with Rome* So that the claim of the Romanists has not a 
shadow of foundation. This they are for the most part 

* The earliest of the corruptions with which the Church of Rome has 
defiled the Catholic Faith, was the worship of Images, which was decreed 
under pain of anathema, by the Second Nicene Council, A.D. 786. 
But solemnly protested against at the time, by the British, Galilean, 
and German chuivhes, at the council of Francfort, A.D. 794. 

t This wa» agreed to at the Synod of Kells, A.D. 1152. When ithe 
Roman Liturgy was a4opted ; and the authority of the Pope of Rome 
acknowledged. 



aware ot, and consequently go cunningly to work. They 
aay that the Protestants have more property than they want 
&r the purposes of their religion ; and content themselves 
with asking for what they call the surplus. But I think 
you will agree with me, that the proprietor is the best judge 
whether his property is more tlian he wants ; and that to 
take away a part of the property of any man, or body of 
men, because their covetous enemies choose to call it 
more than enough, would be an act of such flagrant in^ 
just^'ce as would shake the security of all the property in 
the kingdom. 

It is very true that in some parts of Ireland the number 
of Protestants which fall under each Clergyman's care, are 
few. But let the Romanists tell you, at least, one of the 
causes of those small numbers. Let them tell you, how 
many Protestant Clergy they have murdered within the 
last fifteen years : let them tell yo.u all the acts of cruel 
persecution with which they have so harassed the poor 
Protestants, that not less than 150,000 are supposed to 
have been driven out of their own country to others, where 
they could worship God after the customs of their fathers 
in peace. Now, if it is declared to the Romanists that in 
proportion as they can diminish thenxuuber of Protestants, 
they shall have more and more of the property of the 
Protestant Church, what will this be but to hold up a 
premium to assassination, incendiarism, and all the other 
arts of persecution to which they have been so long already 
addicted ? 

And will you. Englishmen, do this ? Will you, when you 
see a band of men of the same religion as yourselves, borne 
down with persecution at the hands of implacable enemies 
(who think they are doing God service when they destroy 
your religion), will you, I say, leave them to their fate, 
when it is in the power of your hand to protect them ? 
Will you do worse than this, and strengthen the hands of 
their remorseless enemies, by voting far those misguided 
candidates who intend to join in uds attack upon your 
religion in Ireland ? 

Before you determine to assist in destroying the religion 
of your Fathers, the pure religion of the Gospel, which now 
is established in Ireland, you will do well to consider the 
nature of that religion which will be planted in its stead : 
I mean the religion of the Romanists or Papists. I said that 
they have added many errors and corruptions to the pure 

a3 
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and apostolic faith which was once delivered unto the Saints, 
and which the Protestant Church, by God's blessing, ha» 
preserved. You may wish for a few instances of this. Yon 
shall have them. 

1. If you turn to the institution of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, you will observe that our Lord appointed 
the memorial of his death to be celebrated by bread and 
wine, and made the Apostles His ministers to ao as He had 
done, and to communicate to the congregations the blessing 
of His body and His blood, under both symbols. (1 Cor. 
xi. 24—26.) 

The Church of Rome forbids her Clergy to do as our 
Lord has commanded ; and declares t?uii Clergyman to be 
accursed who shall give the cup to the people, according to 
Chris fs ordinance. (Cone. Const, s. 13.) 

2. If you turn to the account of the institution of that 
Sacrament, you will find that our Lord, after he had blessed 
and distributed the cup, still calls it " the fruit of the vine,'' 
(Matt. xxvi. 29) ; and St. Paul, speaking of the bread after 
consecration, still calls it bread. (1 Cor. x. 17.) 

The Church of Rome teaches, that after consecration the 
bread is no longer bread ; and the wine no longer wine ; 
and declares that man to he accursed who shall affirm what 
our Lord and St. Paul have spoken concerning it. (Coun- 
cil of Trent, s. 13, c. 2.) 

3. If you turn to the Second Commandment, yon will 
find God s people forbidden to make use of images, to bow 
down to them or worship them. 

The Church of Rome teaches, that images are to be 
kissed, to be worshipped, and adored ; and declares thai 
man to he accursed who will not do what God has forbidden. 
(Second Nicene Council, Action 7*) 

4. If you turn to St. Paul's directions for conducting 
the public worship of Almighty God^ you will find him 
desiring it to be done in a language which the people 
understand. (1 Cor. xiv.) 

The Church of Rome conducts her worship in the Latin 
language, which the people do not understand, and no re- 
monstrance or entreaty can prevail Avith her to alter her 
custom. 

5. If you turn to St. Paul's directions concerning the 
Christian Clergy, you will find him not only allowing but 
recommending that they should be married ; that in lul the 



relations of life tbey may be an example to their flocks^. 
(J Tim. iii. 2, 5, 12.) 

The Church of Rome forbids her Clergy to marry 
and declares that man to he accursed who shall say that 
they may do what St. Paul has recommended them to do. 
(Council of Trent, s. 24, c. 9.) 

6. If you search the Scriptures, you will find two states 
spoken of concerning them that have departed this life, 
one of peace and happiness, another of misery and torment. 
And the whole tenour of the sacred writings, as well as par- 
ticular' passages, lead us to hope and to believe that they 
who die in true repentance for their sins, and in belief of 
God's mercy, through the blood of Jesus Christ, are at 
peace. 

The Church of Rome ha^ invented a third state, which 
she calls Purgatory, and her clergy teach that souls which 
die in repentance, and whose greater sins are forgiven, are 
purified by extreme tortures and sufferings in this purga- 
tory for their lesser offences. So that when a soul has 
departed this life with the sign of peace, the relations are 
taught to believe, not that ^' it is in the hand of God, and no 
torment can touch it,'' but that it is enduring most horrid 
sufferings (almost equal to those of the damned) in this 
fictitious Purgatory, and that for thousands of years. Oh ! 
but say the priests, it is in our power, with the Pope's help, 
to release these souls from purgatory, and if you will pay 
us handsomely, we will pray, and get the Pope's indulgence, 
and the suffering of the person you care about shall be 
either lessened, or remitted altogether, according to the 
money which you give us. And thus they work up(m the 
feelings of an affectionate child mourning for a parent, of a 
distracted parent grieving for a beloved child, or a broken- 
hearted widow bewailing her husband's loss, and wring 
from them almost any amount of money that they please. 
You have heard, perhaps, of the enormous church of St. 
Peter at Rome ; so large that it is sometimes said that our 
grei^t St. Paul's could stand in a corner of it. T7ns great 
church was built with money wrungfrom the people through, 
the false fear of purgatory. The money was obtained by 
the sale of what they call the Pope's indulgences, t. e. re*" 
mission of the pains of purgatory for different terms of 
years. 

There are other errors besides these. But these will be 
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sufficient to show you the nature of tfattt religion whick 
jou are called upon by a band of factious, ignorant, or un- 
principled men^ to assist them in establishing in Ireland, 
though that can only be done by the destruction of your 
own pure and Apostolic religion m that country ; by anni- 
hilating the rights of conscience and of propertyi and by a 
violation of the King's oath. The King has set himself to 
resist this monstrous scheme, and calls upon you, his sub* 
jects, to assist him in resisting it, and in securing to your 
brethren and to yourselves your rights and liberties and 
properties inviolate. 

It is for you to decide upon the matter. There are three 
tests by which to try every course ; and that is by seeing 
whether it is or is not in accordance with our duty ; 1. to 
God ; 2. to our neighbour ; 3. to ourselves. Try your 
conduct by these tests ; and before you determine to vote 
for those who have assisted the enemies of your King and 
your religion, ask yourself, 1st,. Can it be consistent with 
my duty to God that I should endeavour to compel my 
King to break his oath ; that I should assist to persecute a 
body of Christians who worship God according to the truth 
of his holy Word ; and that I should help to promote and 
increase a religion so much at variance with the Scriptorea 
as the religion of the Papists or Romanists? 

2dly. Can it be consistent with my duty to my neighbour 
that I should join a cruel and persecuting body of men tt 
injure and oppress those of the same religion and the same 
faith as myself ? Have not the members of my own Church 
a right to ask for my help and protection, as far as I hav<e 
the means of affording it ? Let me do as I would be done 
by ; and think if I were in the state of the Protestants in 
Ireland, what I should reasonably wish and expect the 
Protestants in £ngland to do for me. 

3dly. But supposing that I could make it consistent with 
mj dnty to God and to mv neighbour to vote for the 
friends of the Papists, what is my duty to myself on such 
a point ? ShaU I, or shall I not, injure my own intereat 
by doing so ? 

In order to come to a right understanding on this point, 
you will do well to consult the history of your country, and 
inquire what took place in England the last time the Ro- 
manists succeeded in their persecutions against the Protes- 
tants in Ireland, which waa in the reign of Charles the 



•First ; and you will find that the time when the members 
of our Apostolic Church in Ireland^ were oppressed and 
overcome by the Papists, was the very time which the 
English Dissenters chose for attacking our Apostolic Church 
in England. In this attack they succeeded, and while our 
religion was put down in Ireland by the Papists, it was put 
down in England by the Dissenters. I will mention to 
you some of the fruits of their persecution of us in England. 
Of the 10,000 English clergy, nearly 8,000 who would not 
palter with their consciences, were expelled from their 
parishes and houses, under circumstances of the greatest 
brutality. The Churches were shut up ; many of them 
turned into stables and bams ; others opened to admit Dis- 
senting teachers. The use of our common Prayer Book 
was forbidden^ and any clergyman using it was fined or 
sent to prison. Neither the sacraments of Baptism nor of 
the Eucharist were allowed to be celebrated ; nor the offices 
o£ confirmation, matrimony, or burial of the dead, allowed 
to be performed. And if you choose to look into the 
register-books of any parish church of that date, you will 
rarely find any entries of baptisms, marriages, or burials^ 
unless now and then by stealth a chance clergyman ven- 
tured to perform the service. The King, who endeavoured 
to protect the Church, was beheaded ; and so was the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. And this reign of blood and terror 
and persecution lasted so long, that when Grod in His mercy 
restored our King and Church, a vast proportion of the 
people were found in a state of heathenism. 

This was what the Dissenters in England, on pretence 
of redressing their grievances, did to our Apostolic Church, 
while the Papists were reeking with the blood of our fellow- 
churchmen in Ireland. 

Now mark what the Dissenters in England are doing at 
this moment. Who gave the Romanists the victory in the 
House of Commons, in a vote for persecution against the 
Irish Protestants, which has placed the King and the nation 
in such a difficulty ? The Papists do not number more 
than seventy or eighty out of a body of 650. How then 
were they enabled to get a majority to side with them 
against the Protestants in Ireland ? 1 will tell you. Every 
English Dissenter voted with them. Every man who laughs 
all religion to scorn, voted with them; and this band of men, 
of all religions but the true^ and of no religion at all^ were 
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aided by certain members of the Church of England whose 
party-spirit and political faction has blinded them so fsir 
that they have joined hands with the enemies of their own 
^Buth to destroy their own Churchy either ignorant or reck- 
less of the consequences that must ensue. And observe 
still further the conduct of the Dissenters. At the very 
moment that the Papists in Ireland are endeavouring to 
trample upon our Church there, the English Dissenters are 
endeavouring to persecute it here ; and that on the same 
plea which their fathers used in King Charles the First's 
time-— the redress of their own grievances, whereas the 
only pretended grievances for which redress has been re- 
fused, is that they are not allowed to pervert, for Dissent- 
ing purposes, the colleges and churchyards which have been 
set apart for the use of the Church. They having them- 
selves all the time colleges and burial-grounds of their 
own, with which the Church never attempts to interfere. 

And observe still further^ that, like their ancestors in 
King Charles the First's time, their enmity is directed not 
merely against the property of the Church, which excites 
their covetousness, but against our pure religion itself, 
which excites their envy ; and that, like the ill-natured 
dog in the fable, they will neither use our holy religion 
themselves, nor allow others to use it, if they can prevent 
it. And if all our property was to be handea over to them 
to-morrow, they would not be satistied unless they could 
banish our religion itself out of the country. 

Do not imagine that this is mere assertion. I would not, 
least of all at such a moment as 'this, attempt to deceive 
you ; for our help must come from God, and we cannot 
look for His help if we act dishonestly. I will give you 
proof of my assertion, and convince you that such dark and 
evil feelings are not entertained merely by one or two ill- 
conditioned persons among the Dissenters ; but are coun- 
tenanced and approved of by the vast majority of those who 
take an active part in their proceedings ; and, that, though 
there may be many individual Dissenters (as I believe there 
are) who lament and detest such a course, yet that their 
number, when compared with the rest, is so small as to be 
unable to check or to modify the measures of their reckless 
and unprincipled companions. It was only last spring 
(1834), that at the monthly meeting of the congregational 
section of the three denominations cf Dissenters (Baptists, 
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Independeats^ and Presbyterians^ who are <mly united^ as 
their own papers tell us, by their hatred of the Church), " a 
question was mooted, as to the propriety of admitting to 
the privileges of the board, those congregational ministers 
who adopt the IMurgy of the Church of England in their 
public worship:" and '^ after a boisterous and angry dis- 
cussion it was decided by an overwhelming majority^ that 
none shall henceforth he admitted withm the pale oftke Con- 
gregaiional Board, hut those who, in their public worship, 
reject the Liturgy of the Church of England. Only seven 
ministers voted in the minority." ' 

Here, then, you see, that their attack is directed not 
merely against the endowments for the maintenance of your 
religion (by means of which " the poor bave the Gospel 
preached to them " without charge), but against your reli- 
gion itsdf ; and that, unless the power of the Ps^ist on the 
one hand, and of the Dissenter on the other, be restrained, 
they will neither of them rest till they have expelled your 
worship from the kingdom. You will now be better able to 
jndge how hx yon will consult the interests of yourselves 
and of your children, by voting for those misguided men 
who are pledged to support the Papists and Dissenters, 
who have united for your destruction. 

Remember that the eyes of all Europe and of all Chris- 
tendom are upon you, who are watching to see whether 
you will defend or betray the pane and holy religion which 
you have received.' All that you now do will soon be 
matter of history, as the deeds of your fathers in King 
Charles the First's time are also recorded in the annals of 
oor Chutfch and coontry.' To their faithful exertions, 
under God, we owe it, that our Apostolic religion has been 
preserved to us ; and though their bodies have long been 
turned again to their dust, their memories still live and 
are blessed among us. How do you wish your memory to 
be regarded by your children, and those who shall come 
after you? Would you wish, them to have it to say, "We 
had once a pure and Apostolic reb'gion established among 
ns, but the enemy raised persecution against it, and our 
fathers betrayed their trust, and we have consequently 
been deprived of it ?" Or shall they not rather say, " Our 
fathers were true to their King auH their God, and when 
the enemies of both assaulted them, and tried to destroy 
their Church, they resisted their unhallowed .attempt, and 
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have preserved to us our richest inheritance^ therefore we 
bless their memory?" 

If such is your wish, then pray God to give you grace 
to act according to it ; that neither the solicitations of pri- 
vate friendship^ nor any false speculations of temporal in- 
terest may induce you to vote for men who will, strengthen 
the hands of the enemies of your religion; and do not 
barter away your children's faith for the ssJce of a civil 
speech^ or to oblige a neighbour. 

I am^ Brother Electors^ 

Your faithful Friend, 

A Churchman. 



POSTSCRIPT TO THE ELECTORS OP SURREY*. 

You may wish to know how the eleven members fon 
your county voted on the late occasion. 

To assist the King in supporting your religion there 
were only four, namely : — 

COUNTY MEMBERS.' 

Captain Alsager Eastern Division. 

Charles Barclay, Esq. . . Western do. 

BOROUGH members. 

Viscount Eastnor Reigate, 

C. Baring Wall, Esq. . . . Guildford. 

The rest all sided with the Papists against you. Are 
you fairly represented ? 



* An order for 750 copies may have a postscript to the electors oj 
any other county substituted for this. 



THE END. 



C. F. COCK, PRINTKR, 21, FLEET 8TRKBT. 



1 



